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Continuing the transformation 

as place-shapers



Tackling 
inequalities

Economic 
growth

The new model for inclusive growth recognises that tackling inequality and 
deprivation drives growth.

Investment in social infrastructure – including health, education, effective 
skills and employment services – therefore has a first order impact on 
productivity and growth.

A new model is needed, where as 
many people as possible can 
contribute to, and benefit from, 
inclusive growth. 







Social Policy 
Health and wellbeing

Social care
Early years

5-16 Education
16-19 Education

Further and Higher Education
Life long learning

Employment support
Children’s services

Rehabilitation
Income-related benefits

Economic Policy
Business support

Transport infrastructure
Housing and planning

Inward investment
Industrial strategy

Business/corporation tax
Adult skills

Building local supply-chains
Exports strategy

Innovation spaces/incentives
Benefit sanctions

Political connectivity
Citizen engagement, community development, integrated governance from the 

most local to the sub-regional, national and UK tiers of government.  



Inclusive Growth

Socially
Benefiting people 
across the labour 
market spectrum, 

including groups that 
face particular barriers 

to high quality 
employment. 

Spatially
Addressing inequities in 

opportunities and 
outcomes between 

different parts of the 
country and within 

economic geographies. 



Emerging recommendations

• Inclusive devolution: new devolution deals have inclusive growth at 
their core

• Investment in social as well as physical infrastructure: invest in social 
infrastructure in the same way that it does now in physical 
infrastructure

• Inclusive industrial strategies: invest in both physical and human 
infrastructure (not simply about high-tech and high-skilled sectors); 
• Access jobs created – connectivity - including transport, housing 

and planning

…and more accurate data and measurement of ‘quality GVA’.





Shaping inclusive places

• Social and economic issues are connected – but we’re not very good at 
connecting them.

• The built and natural environment, and our movement through it, is a 
fundamental enabler and constraint of inclusive growth.

• Our challenge is measuring and maximising the value of initiatives and 
investments – communicating to inform decisions and priorities.

• We need an inclusive political connectivity at the local scale to engage the 
public, and the breadth of relevant stakeholders, in shaping the future of 
place.

• Our role is creating the tools to engage; eg www.thersa.org/heritage

http://www.thersa.org/heritage


www.thersa.org/inclusivegrowthcommission


